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SUMMARY

Significant research on livestock herd management have focused on trading and commercialization
under a market economy. However, few studies have analyzed livestock managements as a response to
trading conditions. The study explores how the Khorchin Mongolians who were engaged in the complex
subsistence of agriculture and stock raising under the socialist market economy, managed their livestock on
the base of the trading. It examines the changes of livestock managements carried out by Inner Mongolia
herdsman and the characteristics of the livestock breeding.

Natural and social changes, such as desertization and shrinking of meadowland since the 1990s, the
expansion of croplands, as well as the policy of banning grazing have obliged Khorchin Mongolians to
combine grazing and captive breeding. This trend has resulted into an increasing demand for fodder. The
increase of captive breeding has brought about a shortage of feed and increased labor. To confront these
difficulties, the Khorchin Mongolians have applied a new livestock management technique, called the ‘Child
Removal Strategy’ or the systematic selling of a calf, which has successfully limited the scale of cattle herds

and raised their annual livestock income.
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