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SUMMARY

This paper investigates the transformation of ethnic-minority education with the consolidation of school
in Inner Mongolia in China. There are many quantitative research into ethnic-minority school in Inner
Mongolia. These papers report a decrease in the number of ethnic-minority schools and students taught by
Mongolian language. But this paper focuses on qualitative transformation of ethnic-minority education.

Six ethnic-minority junior high schools combined into one school in Ar Horchin Banner in Chifeng city
in 2011. I compared before and after consolidation. There was little change of amount of hours of learning
Mongolian culture and language. But before consolidation students had took part in many traditional ethnic
events in their regional community life, although after consolidation they could not take part in these events
because students had to live in the dormitory far away from their hometown. Also students had learned their
own ethnic history, but after consolidation they could not learn. An ethnic history teacher was changed his
position into guardsman. After consolidation school has too many teacher, so government decide that teachers
without graduate degree from university would be changed into staff member.

There are four factors in these changes. (1)School location had changed the nomadic region where
traditional Mongolian culture remained into the region where infiltration of agricultural culture and
urbanization had been accelerating. (2)Thinning of students’ ethnic consciousness. (3)Exclusion of teacher
who had taught ethnic history and traditional Mongolian culture from classroom. (4)Dormitory life apart from
traditional Mongolian culture.

These transformation of ethnic-minority education is related to withdrawal of ethnic-minority education.
Ethnic-minority school has fallen into .vicious circle of thinning of students’ ethnic consciousness and

withdrawal of ethnic-minority education.



